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For more information contact: Denise Rotheimer 

Cell phone: 847-406-8566 Email: denise@momsv.org
Ingleside, IL, July 9, 2009- The College of Lake County’s Women’s Center and Mothers On a Mission to Stop Violence (MOMSV) will host a forum on Convictions without Justice. The forum will be held on Saturday, August 8 from 3 p.m to 5 p.m. at the College of Lake County in room C-005. Jeffrey Urdangen, a Clinical Professor at the Bluhm Legal Clinic of the Northwestern University School of Law will be a speaker and discuss wrongful convictions generally, as well as his experience as trial counsel for Juan Rivera, who was recently convicted a third time in Lake County for a crime, he says, “Rivera most certainly did not commit.”
The forum will also consist of a brief presentation by Denise Rotheimer, Founder of MOMSV. Rotheimer will discuss proposed legislation entitled, Jasmine’s Law which increases the minimum sentencing for child sex offenders and provides other protective and enforcement mechanisms to deter sexual abuse against children. Both presentations will focus on why tax payer dollars are not being put to best use when justice does not protect the innocent. 

“Victims are shut out by the system and often plea deals are struck and convicted child sex offenders avoid prison time,” says Rotheimer. “The criminal justice system must put our tax dollars to better use by enforcing laws and keeping guilty predators off the streets rather than striking quick plea deals to obtain convictions. This is not justice for victims and the people deserve to know.” 

The mission of MOMSV is to ensure and enforce the rights of crime victims throughout the judicial process. MOMSV will accomplish this goal by preserving the rights of victims throughout the judicial process, promoting awareness of injustices in the community, protecting the innocent and preventing further violent crimes. 

“The YWCA believes that women and children do not ask for, cause, invite or deserve to be assaulted. Attackers are responsible for their attacks and their use of violence to overpower, control and abuse another person. Women can't stop violence alone.  We need to work together to create a safer future for women and children,” said Elizabeth Forbrich, Executive Director of the YWCA Lake County.
Denise Rotheimer’s book Sight of the Soul will be sold before and after the event for $20. Sight of the Soul is a memoir of the trials and tribulations of sexual abuse and domestic violence. The proceeds from the book sales will be donated to support the work of the YWCA Lake County to educate child care providers on signs of child abuse.  
The YWCA will have an information table at the event.  
Snacks and refreshments will be provided by the Lake County’s Women’ Center.
For more information or to register for the event visit www.momsv.org . 
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