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Supporters:

Mothers On a Mission to Stop Violence (MOMSV)

     Contact: Denise Rotheimer - denise@momsv.org

Justice for Children
    Contact: Randy Burton – rburton@burlesoncooke.com

Promoting Awareness, Victim Empowerment (PAVE)

    Contact: Laura Dunn – survivorjustice@pavingtheway.net

Survivors In Action (SIA)

     Contact: Alexis Moore - lexi.moore@yahoo.com

Women’s Legal Resource

     Contact: Randi Rosen - webmaster@womenslegalresource.com

Mainstreet Campaigns 

     Contact: William Obrien - wobrien2@gmail.com

One in Three Women 

     Contact: Cheyla McCornack - Cheylala@aol.com
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A Comprehensive Overview on Child Sexual Abuse

The Need for Jasmine’s Law

Jasmine’s Story

At the tender age of 11 Jasmine became a victim of sexual assault. Her rapist was a 

22-year-old relative who had provided her with alcohol in order to perpetrate this violent 

crime. In 2003 her mother Denise Rotheimer accompanied her through the criminal justice 

system. The offender, who was never penalized for intoxicating a minor, accepted a plea 

deal from the State's Attorney's Office for a six-year sentence. Without knowing her rights 

under the Crime Victims’ Rights Act, Denise asked the bailiff if she could let the judge 

know she disagreed with the minimum sentence of six years. After Denise informed the 

judge about the legal definition of penetration for children under 13, the minimum 

sentence was refused and Jasmine’s rapist was sentenced for 71/2 years.

Realities of Child Sexual Abuse

Jasmine’s assault highlights the reality that almost 60 million Americans are 

survivors of childhood sexual abuse1. Long-term analysis of sexual violence finds that one 

in three women and one in six men were sexually abused before their 18th birthday2. 

Within those victimized almost 50% were forcibly penetrated or fondled before age 123.

Realities of childhood sexual abuse in the United States:

 90% of child victims report that a family member or a known and trusted 
individual was the offender5

 Child sexual abuse normally occurs in an ongoing situation where the abuse 
escalates and typically lasts for four years6, 7

 Children with disabilities are 4-10 times more vulnerable to sexual abuse than 
their non-disabled peers8

 Children between the ages of 9 and 12 are most vulnerable to sexual abuse9

 Nearly 30% of child sexual assault victims identified by Child Protective 
Services were between ages of 4 and 710
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Survivors of child sexual abuse suffer not only from the crime, but also in the 

aftermath which can be a lifetime riddled with: suicide attempts, depression, sexually 

transmitted diseases, self-mutilation, substance abuse, recurrent victimization, eating 

disorders, sleep disorders, gastrointestinal illness, abusive sexual and intimate 

relationships, increased risk of imprisonment, increased likelihood to be involved in the 

sex industry.

Sexually-Based Crimes in Illinois

Jasmine’s Law endeavors to strengthen Illinois laws that protect children from 

sexually violent perpetrators. “Having spent over 32 years in law enforcement I know that 

almost all pedophiles do not reform and need to be removed from society for as long as 

possible to protect our children,” Illinois State Senator Tim Bivins of District 45.

Realities of sexual violence in Illinois:

 19,726 sex offenders out of the 24,130 currently registered in Illinois have 
sexually abused a child11

 The average child sex offender has committed an average of 282 offenses 
against 150 victims12

 21/2 years is the average sentence served by child sex offenders in Lake County, 
Illinois13

 Sex offenders released from state prisons are four times more likely to reoffend 
than other criminals14

Child sexual abuse impacts more than the victim and his or her family. 

Communities are affected and must respond to protect those harmed and to condemn the 

perpetrators. Increasing minimum sentences on all categories of child sex crimes by 11 

years, as proposed in Jasmine’s law, creates a stronger deterrent and sends a message that 

we as a State condemn violence against our children.

Alcohol-Facilitated Sexual Assaults



Jasmine’s Law

5

It is well known that child sexual predators “groom” children to eventually engage 

them in sexual activites.15 Part of this process can involve intoxicating victims either 

voluntarily or involuntarily to reduce their awareness or resistance to the assault16. 

Use of an intoxicant by sexual predators:

 Alcohol is by far the most commonly used drug during sexual assaults, 
however, some perpetrators also report using marijuana, cocaine, and other 
drugs17

 50-75% of sexual assaults involve alcohol or drug use by perpetrators or 
victims18,19, 20

Most controlled substance or drugs are recognized under Illinois State Law as an

aggravating factor to a class X felony of Predatory Criminal Sexual Assault with the 

exception of alcohol. Currently the use of alcohol, the most commonly used intoxicant due 

to its accessibility, is equated to a slap on the wrist through a misdemeanor charge. 

Jasmine's Law will remedy this flaw in legislation by including alcohol as an aggravating 

factor and adding an additional 11 years to the sentence imposed by the courts. Alcohol is 

used purposely by predators in sexually abusing children and deserves acknowledgement 

and adequate punishment under Illinois law.

Victims’ Rights

In 1992, the General Assembly incorporated the Crime Victims’ Rights Act under 

Article 1, Section 8.1 of the Illinois Constitution of 1970. This amendment to the 

Constitution fell short of making those rights enforceable. The enforcement of victims' 

rights is necessary to ensure justice for survivors of sexual violence. According to the 

Coalition for Enforceable Victims’ Rights in Illinois, “There is no power or authority that 

can force a judge or [State’s] Attorney to respect the rights of the victims when those 

rights matter most. Without a means of enforcement, these rights are illusory at best and 

solely dependent on the good will of those in control of proceedings.”21

Jasmine’s Law endeavors to make crime victims’ rights enforceable. Providing

victims and their families with mandated sign-off sheets at the onset of the criminal justice 

process is a first step in creating an enforcement mechanism under the Crime Victims’ 
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Rights Act Rights of Witnesses and Victims of Violent Crime Act and the Children’s Bill 

of Rights Act of Illinois. Victims and their families deserve to know their rights to ensure 

justice and their access to the full measure of the law.
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